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Ohio Standards 
Connections: 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.1.4.B 
Use frequently occurring 
affixes as a clue to the 
meaning of a word. 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.1.5.A 
Sort words into 
categories (e.g., colors, 
clothing) to gain a sense 
of the concepts the 
categories represent. 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RF.1.2 
Demonstrate 
understanding of spoken 
words, syllables, and 
sounds (phonemes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JODI HETMAN 
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Lesson Summary: 
 
Introduce to the first grade class the concept of “y” sounding like 
a long “e” or “i.” The lesson will be executed in small groups 
during the Daily Five center of Word Work using the Smart 
Board and a question and answer game that encourages students 
to sort words by the ending sound.  
 
 
Lesson Goals and Objectives: 
 
Goal(s):  The goal is to teach students that y" can make a long "e" 
sound to help students to achieve fluent oral and silent reading.  
 
Objective(s):   

• The student will recognize “y” as a special spellings for 
vowel sounds at the end of a word 

• The student will be able to read or decode and read one 
and two syllable words ending in “y” 

• The student will be able to identify the ending sound of 
the word and categorize it as sound like a long “e” or long 
“i” 

 
Estimated Duration: 
15 minutes 

 

Commentary: This lesson is intended for Word Work during the 
Daily Five center.  

 
Pre-Assessment: 
On the white board write the word “clumsy” and ask the students to say it 
aloud with me. I will probe the students to find out what clumsy means. 
After we get a word definition, I will then ask them to close their eyes and 
say the word again. I will ask the students who can tell me what the ending 
sound of the word is. The expected response is long “e.”  
 
I will run my hand under the word clumsy as students say the whole word 
aloud. I will ask students what letter stands for the long /e/ sound in the 
word clumsy. 
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Next I will write the word very, leaving the y off (ver_). I will read the word 
and ask them what letter would be in the last space.  
 
Moving on to the “i” sound, I will write word “apply” and ask the students 
to say it aloud with me. I will probe the students to find out what apply 
means. After we get a word definition, I will then ask them to close their 
eyes and say the word again. I will ask the students who can tell me what the 
ending sound of the word is. The expected response is long “i.”  
 
I will run my hand under the word apply as students say the whole word 
aloud. I will ask students what letter stands for the long /e/ sound in the 
word apply. 
 
Next, I will write the word sky, leaving the y off (sk_). I will read the word 
and ask them what letter would be in the last space. 
 
Conclude with telling the students that at the end of a word, "y" can make a 
long "e" sound as in "baby," or a long "i" sound as in "spy." 
 
Scoring Guidelines: 
Scoring of the pre-assessment will be completed through observation of 
student attentiveness, participation, and understanding. Because the group 
size will be 6-7 students, each child should be able to see, participate, and 
listen to the opening activity.  
 
Post-Assessment: 
Students will play a koosh ball game on the smart board to assess how well 
they recognize the ending sounds of words that end in “y.” Each student will 
have a chance to play the game twice and categorize words into the long “e” 
or long “i” category.  
 
Scoring Guidelines: 
No product will be turned in with this activity so the following will be 
observed during the center work. Any concerns should be noted immediately 
and assistance provided in the center time. Additionally the cooperating 
teacher will be given a summary of the outliers on the following rubric. 
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CATEGORY 2- Proficient 1- Basic 
Knowledge/Skills 
of subject 

*Responds appropriately 
to directions and 
questions asked by 
teacher  
*Determines correct 
sound of letter y 

*Does not respond 
appropriately to directions 
and questions asked by 
teacher  
*Cannot determine the 
correct sound of the letter 
y 

Reading/Print 
awareness 

*Little/No difficulty 
recognizing the word(s) 
on Smart board  
*Little/No difficulty 
sounding out the word(s) 
and pronouncing the end 
of the word correctly 

*Had difficulty recognizing 
the word(s) on Smart 
board  
*Had difficulty sounding 
out the word(s) and 
pronouncing the end of the 
word correctly 

 
 
Instructional Procedures: 
 

1. Ask students to join me on the carpet for the Word Work Center 
2. Execute the pre-assessment introduction to introduce the topic of 

words ending in “y” that sound like “e” and “i.” 
3. After the four words are reviewed, explain the Koosh ball game to 

the students at the Smart Board 
• Each student will receive a sticker with a number on it from 1-7. 

That is the order they will go in at the Smart Board. 
• When it is not their turn the students are to sit with their bottoms 

on the carpet silently. They need to give their classmates think 
time and not offer suggestions or answers. If a student breaks 
this rule once a warning will be issued. If a student breaks this 
rule again, they will be given the “Words Ending in Y” 
worksheet and sent to the desks to work on it independently.  

• When it is a student’s turn, they will pick a colored koosh ball 
on the screen. That color choice will take them to a word ending 
in “y.” 

• The student will read the word and decide if the ending sound is 
a long “e” or a long “i.” 

• Once they have given their answer they will “hit here for the 
answer.” 

• The students will give silent cheers for their classmates when 
they are right by giving a Microwave (wave fingers on one 
hand) and the student can tap “Home” for the next person. 

• If the student is incorrect, ask the student to close their eyes and 
say the word with me. Then ask them again to decide if the 
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ending sound is a long “e” or a long “i.” They can then hit 
“home” for the next person. 

• Each student will have at least two chances if time permits.  
4. Give each student a “Words Ending in Y” worksheet to take home. It 

will be due back to Mrs. Pylypiak on Friday.   
 
Differentiated Instructional Support 
The group sizes are already small but if additional support was needed this 
exercise can be re-established using partners at the Smart board. Applying 
this flexible grouping technique would be advantageous to assist 
approaching level students by pairing them with beyond-level students. 
 
In addition, if students needed additional challenge, a great approach for 
those kids would be to challenge them to design their own game with the 
words that end in “y” from this Koosh Smart Board game. Using the same 
words would ensure the ending sounds would be “i” and “e.” The exciting 
part would be that the student could use extra time they have from center 
work to use the computer, tape recorder, and pencil and paper to design a 
process that could be used in the classroom by their peers.   
 
Extension 
To extend this activity, have each center group come up with an original 
poem or song using three to six “y” words. The final product can be 
recorded with an iPad and shared with the class on the Smart Board. The 
final products will be combined in one video to be shared on the classroom 
website.  
 
Homework Options and Home Connections 
Students will be given the opportunity to work on the concept further with a 
take-home worksheet entitled “Words Ending in Y.” They will categorize 
words on the paper into two columns, long “e” and long “I” sounds 
respectively.  
 
Interdisciplinary Connections 
Words ending in “y” with the long “e” and long “i” are found everywhere. 
This lesson can be integrated with all of your content areas by having a 
“Wild Y” day. Each student should be given a highlighter and the following 
challenge: 
 
Y’s have gone wild in our classroom!  
All day long, look for words ending in “y”  
This is our personal game of eye-spy! 
Highlight the words you find in yellow or green 
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But when you find them, don’t make a scene! 
At the end of the day, we will count them all up 
And the one who finds the most will win the Wild Y Cup! 
 
Then, as the students review language arts, science, and math they should be 
on the lookout for words ending in “y.” When you notice them highlighting, 
ask them if the “y” sounds like an “e,” an “i,” or if it is silent after following 
a vowel. 
 
Materials and Resources: 
For teachers Smart Board 

White Board 
Markers 
Smart Notebook software and koosh game 
Homework “Words Ending in Y” worksheets 
 

For students Homework folders for the take-home worksheets 
Numbered stickers (to be used during the game) 

Resources: http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=93cd0194-
568e-44cd-843d-aa2975a65a6c  
www.education.com/worksheets 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Words from the Smart Board game and pre-assessment: 

• clumsy 
• apply 
• rocky 
• supply 
• shy 
• honey 

 
Technology Connections 
This activity relies heavily on the Smart Board for the majority of the center 
time. Because of the class size the students are often taught during whole 
group instruction using the Smart Board but this process allows them to 
finally physically interact with the board.   
 
The white board is also a great tool to use, allowing the students to see 
words being written. Seeing the words go up in print while hearing the 
sounds of the letters in the words is a great way to tie in the audio and visual 
learning cues.  
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Research Connections 
Using the Smart board in the classroom is becoming more and more popular. 
They allow us to accommodate more learning styles than the former 
methods of lecture and chalkboard. The interactive nature of the tool is great 
for tactile learners and the integrations with video and sound is appealing to 
the audio and visual learners.  
 
Furthermore, the Smart Board engages kids more. They enjoy the colors, the 
bright screen, and they feel it makes the material come alive. When 
motivation to learn can be increased, teachers need to take advantage. 
 
Resources: 

1. http://www.waukeshaschools.com/WIT/smartBoard/benefits.htm 
2. https://k12teacherstaffdevelopment.com/tlb/using-smart-boards-in-

the-classroom/  
 
General Tips 
Differentiation in the words should be applied if there are varying skill 
levels in the classroom. For example, perhaps the green shaded koosh balls 
are the higher-level words for advanced readers.  
 
Sound level and “think time” for their peers in the classroom must be 
addressed before the game starts to ensure the noise level and respect for 
others is maintained.  
 
Attachments 
Attachment #1: 
“Koosh” Word game for Smart board 
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Attachment #2: 
Homework worksheet 

 
 
 

 


